
Dear Bulldog and Mustang Football Families, 
 
As you may know, Lawrence Public Schools combined the Liberty Memorial Central Middle 
School and Southwest Middle School football teams last year.  LMCMS did not have enough 
student-athletes to support a team, and combining the two teams gave all of the students the 
opportunity to participate.  Members of the combined team had a good season, enjoyed meeting 
each other and appreciated the opportunity to play.  We hope for the 2017 season to have 
enough student-athletes to support a Mustang team, but are making alternate plans if needed. 
 
This year the SWMS Bulldogs and the LMCMS Mustangs will begin the 2017 football season on 
Monday, August 14, with combined practice sessions.  This will give all student-athletes an 
opportunity to begin their required KSHSAA conditioning in a large group setting.  Prior to all 
student-athletes first practice, they must submit all five required athletic forms to their school.  A 
notary is available in the front office.  We often see additions to the team throughout the first 
week of school, so we will continue to allow student-athletes to join their respective teams. 
Friday, August 25, will be the cutoff for adding student-athletes to the roster, unless a student 
moves into the school late.  If there is a minimum of 15 student-athletes for each team after 
Aug. 25, the coaches and administration will evaluate if two separate teams can feasibly be 
supported.  If so, the teams will practice separately and play their respective game schedules.  If 
not, we will again combine the two teams and adjust the football schedule accordingly. 
 
There are obviously many details that will need to be worked out later. We wanted to be 
proactive, though, and give you, the prospective student-athletes and football families, a broad 
look at the plan.  We assure you that our hope is that both schools will have enough players to 
field their own teams.  If that does not happen, coaches from both schools will be coaching the 
combined team.  We will provide transportation for student-athletes to and from practice.  For 
instance, last year the LMCMS coaches drove the students to SWMS and back to LMCMS in a 
district van.  There will also be an effort made to have the prospective combined team play 
home games at both school locations in their respective school uniforms. 
 
Lawrence Public Schools are dedicated to giving students opportunities to participate in various 
activities and sports, and we appreciate your support as well.  Please encourage your students 
to participate if football is something they want to try.  Please look for additional correspondence 
from your coaches with more details regarding practices, times, locations and more.  If you have 
any questions or concerns, please contact your school’s coach or athletic director.  You may 
also contact Ron May, Director of Operations, at 785-832-5000.  
 
Have a great remainder of your summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ron May 
Director of Operations 
Lawrence Public Schools 


